Recent advances in hepatitis B viruses and hepatocellular carcinoma.
The data reviewed at this meeting reinforce the notion that HBV may contribute to the development of liver cancer through a variety of mechanisms, including activation of oncogenes (c-myc and N-myc) by insertional mutagenesis, expression of viral proteins (X and pre-S2/S) that function as trans-activators and possibly oncoproteins, and introduction of chromosomal defects through enzymatically mediated integration into the host genome. Not all of these mechanisms appear to be active in every tumor, however. Thus, future work will be aimed at characterizing each mechanism in more detail and determining its relative importance in the carcinogenic process.